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| ed are the Dead that Die in the LORD, 
1 Re from their Labours ; 


_ their Woe follow them. 


Mr. Baxter's Character of Judge Hale. 


SIR Matthew Hale, That Unwearied Sta- 
J. work mwty hana Man ; The _ Phi- 
loſopher ; That Famous Lawyer ; That PILLAR 
i of JUSTICE; (who wonld not 
have done an Unjuſt Ad, Vor any World 
Price, or Motive) That Godly, Serious, 
Practical Chriſtian, The Lover of Good- 
neſs and all Good Men. -— That great Con- 
temner of the Riches, Pomp, and V anity of the 
Warld ; Who, while He fled from the Honour 

yet made Lord Chief 


an 
| 1555 ect in this Age, or any that jaſl 
ory doth acquaint as with, &c. 


—— 


Ju was 4 Perſon well Known, yet Un- 
known; Publick, yet Hidden Man; which 
State, was, and is, as yet, known but to few. 


He that — this Little Book, "in « Serious, 
eig ind, may, as in'a G inl 
ſee how it is berwixt G a „ ea tk f 
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SOME 


| Neceſſary and Important 
CONSIDERATIONS, &«. 


The following is taken out of 


The Gꝛeat Audit 
Wich the Account of 
The Good Steward. 


As Touching my Conſcience. 
* Hove been very diligent to keep my Conſci- 
EN 1 -qmy It inthe Vicegerency 
[the great LORD of the World] 
ren 8 and Actions. I have 
kc in the Throne and greateſt Reverence and 
| Ae in my Heart. 

In Actions to be Done or Omitted, I have al- 
ways Adviſed with It, and taken Its Adviſe; I have 
peither Stifled , nor Forced, nor Bribed It; but 
gave It a free Liberty to Adviſe and Speak 
and a free Subjection of my Will, Purpoſes, — 
ths to It. Fre —_ 

through Importuni emptations, c. I have 
at any time done Amiſs, I have not taken Her up 
Hort, or ſtopped Her Mouth, or my own Attention 
to Her Chiding and Reproof; but ] have, with much 
Submiſſion of Mind, born Her Chaſtiſement, and im- 
bra ic to an Humbling of my ſelf before THEE 

Fallings ; for r upon Her as 28 


4 The Good Steward. 


by THY Authority, for THY Service, and to THY 
Glory; and I durſt not Diſcourage, Diſcounte- 
nance, ot Diſobey Her. 

When She was Plcaſed, and gave me Good 
Words, I was Glad; for | eſteemed Her as a Glaſs 
that repreſented to my Soul the Favour or Diſplea- 
ſure of GOD Himſelf, and how HE ſtood affected 
towards me. 

* have — Trembled under —— of, a Sear- 
or Diſcouraged Conſcience, than under the 
Fear of a Sharp or Scrupulous Conſcience ? becauſe 
I always accounted the Latter, tho' more Trouble- 
ſome, yet more Safe. 
I ] have been very jealous, __—_— Wounding,# 
| or Grieving, or Diſcouraging, or 
1 Deadning _ Cooſcience. 1 have 
rat bear 3 therefore choſen rather to fothear 
that which ſremed but Indifferent, 
leſt there ſhould be ſome-what in it that might be 
Unlawful; and would rather Gratiſie my Conſci- 
ence, with being too Scrupulous, than Diſpleaſe 
| Diſquiet, or Flat It, by being too Ventorous : [ 
have ſtill cholen rather to Forbear what might be 
Probably Lawful, than to Do that which might be 
Poſſibly Unlawful ; becauſe I could not Err in the 
Former, I might in the Latter. 
L have been careful to adviſe Impartially with 
my Conſcience before my Actions; But leſt 1 had 
commited any thing Amifs, either in the Nature 
or Manner of the Action, I commonly, every 
Night, brought my Actions of the Day paſt, be- 
fore the Judicatbry of my Conſcience, and left Her 
to a Free and Impartial Cenſure of them; = 
What 


The Good Steward, 5 


whet She Sentenced Well I with Humility, 
returned the Praiſe thereof to THY Name; what 
She Sentenced Done Amiſs, I did humbly ſue unto 
THEE. for Pardon, and for Grace to prevent me 
from the like Miſcarriages. By this means I kept 
my Conſcience Active, Renewed, and preſerved 
my Peace with THEE, and learned Vigilance and 
Caution for the Time to come. 


Touching THT Creatures. 


| I have not only looked vpon THY Bleſſings and 
| Bounty, in Lending me THY own Creatures for 
my Uſe; but I have ſought unto THEE for a Bleſ- 
ſing upon them, in my Uſe of them. I did fery 
well obſerve, That there is by my Sin a Curſe iq 
the very Creatures that I receive, unleſs THY 
Bleſling fetch it out; an Emptineſs in them, unleſs 
THY Goodnefs fill them: Tho' THOU ſnouldeſt 
give me Quails and Manna from Heaven, yet with- 
out THY Bleſſing upon them, they would become 
Rotrenneſs and Putrifaftion to me; and therefore 
] ever begg'd THY Bleſſing upon THY Bleſling 
as well-as the Bleſſings themſelves; and attribut 
the Good Found, or was to Expect in them, to the 
Same HAND that Gave them. 
I received and uſed THY Creatures, as com- 
| mitted to me under a Truſt, and as a Steward and 
Accomptant for them; and therefore I was always 
careful to uſe them according to thoſe Limics, 
in order for thoſe Ends, for which THOU dic 
commit them to me: 1, With Temperance and 
Moderation; I did not uſe THY Creatures. to 
Lyxury and Excess, toi make Froviſon for my 
A3 Lots 


3 The Good Steward. 
Luſts, with vain Glory or Oſtentation, but for 
the convenient Support of the Exigencies of my 
Nature and Condition; and if at any time THY 
Goodneſs did indulge me an Uſe of them for De- 
light, as well as Neceſſity, I did it but Rarely and 
Watchfully; 1 looked not upon the Wine, when 
ic irs colour in the Cup; nor gave my ſelf over 
either to Exceſs or Curioſity in Ae ats or Drinks; I 
checked my Self therein, as being in THY Pre- 
ſence, and ſtill remembred 1 had Creatures 
under an Accompt; and was ever careful to avoid 
Exceſs or Intemperance, becauſe every Exceſſive 
Cup and Meal was in danger to leave me ſome-what 
in Super, and Arear to my LORD. 2dly. With Mer- 
cy and Compaſſion to the Creatures themſelv 
which THOU haſt put under my Power and Dif? 
poſal. When I conſidered the Admirable Powers 
ef Life and Senſe which 1 faw in the Birds and 
Beaſts, and that all the Men in the World conld 
not gre the like Being to any thing, nor reſtore 
that Life and Senſe which is once Taken from 
them; When I conſidered how Innocently and 
Harmlefy the Fowls, nd Fiſh, and Sheep, and Ox: 
en take their Food, that THOU, the LORD of All, 
maT ſeven them I have been apt to think that ſure- 
1y THOU Gdidff intend a more Innocent kind of 
Food to Man, than ſuch as muſt be taken with ſuch 
Detriment to thoſe Living of THY Creation 
and THY erſul Goodneſs hath fo 
mach ged ro Man-kind, as to give up the 
ives of theſe Creatures for the Food of Man by 
THY expreſs Commiſſion, yet I ſtill do, and ever 
did think, that there yas a Fuſtive due Man, 
| even 


The Good Steward. 


even to theſe Senſible Creatures, that he ſhould take 
them Sparingly, for Neceſſity, and not for Delight 3 
See not for Luxury: have been 
to think, That I there were any more Liberal 

of Creatures for Delight or Variety, it, ſhould 

de of Fruits, or ſuch other Delicacies as might be 
had without the loſs of Life ; But however it be, 
this very Conſideration hath made me very Spa- 
ring and Careful, not Vainly, or Superfioouſty, or 
Unneceſſarily, or Prodigally, to take away the Life 
of THY Creatures for Feaſting and Exceſs. And 
the very ſame Conſideration hath always gone 3 
long with me, reference to the Labour of THY Cvea- 
tures, I have ever thought that there was a cer- 
tain degree of Juſtice due from Man to the Crea- 
tures, as from Man to Man; and that an exceſlive, 
immoderate, unſeaſonable Uſe of the Creatures 
Labour, is an Injuſtice for which he muſt Accompt. 
To deny Domeſtical Creatures their convenjent 
Food; to exact that Labour from them that they 
are not able to rm; to uſe ity or Cru- 
elty towards , is a breach of that Truft, un- 
der which the Dominion of the Creatures. was 
committed to us, and a breach of that Juſtice that 
is due from Men to them; and therefore I have 
always eſteemed it as part of my Duty, and it hath 
been always my Practice, to be Merciful to my 
Beaſts; and upon the ſame Account 1 have ever 
eſteemed it a breach of Truſt, and have according- 
ly declined any Cruelty to any of THY Creatures ; 
and as much as I might, prevented it in others, as 
A rr with the Truſt and Stew- 
ardſhip THOU haſt computted to me. I 
| 40 * have 
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have abhorred thoſe Sports that conſiſt in the 
Torturing of the Creatures; and if either Noxi- 
ous Creatures muſt be Deftroyed, or Creatures for 
Food muſt be Taken, it hath been my Practice to 
do it in that manner, that may be with the leaſt 
Tortpre or Cruelty to the Creature; and I have 
fill thought it an Unlawful thing to Deſtroy thoſe 
Creatures for Recreation-ſake, that either were 
not Hurtful when they Lived, or are not Profita- 


ble when they are Killed ; ever remembering that- 


tho THOU haſt given us a Dominion over THY 
Creatures; yet it is under a Law of Juſtice, Pru: 
dence, and Moderation; otherwiſe we ſhould be- 
come Tyrants, pot Lords, over THY Creatures 
and therefore thoſe things of this nature, t 
others have practiſed as Recreations, I have avoid- 


ed as Sins, 

Touching my Body. . 
| My Body, which was given to Serve, and Obey, 
became the Empreſs, and Commanded, and Cor- 
rupted my Soul; Embaſed and Enſlav'd It to Luſt 
and Diſorder; and my Soul, which was given to 
Rule, became but the Slave of my Body: I Con- 

d, That if the buſineſs was thus carried, m 
Happineſs muſt be only in this Life 3 and that wh 
Death ſeiz'd upon mg, 1 had an Immortal Soul that 
had loſt Her time wholly in this World; and 
A expect 1 1 

verlaſting Confuſion to Eternity . 
and the like Conſiderations, I Reſolved, and 
d Severity over my Body; and refuſed to 
her e Deſires: Deny'd t 


2 
Ke in Awe, and under Diſipline; and be- 
2 e, and nder — 


—— — n 


The Good Steward. . 
—— that my Luſts grew Unruly, by va- 
iet y and Curioſſity of At and Drinks ; I Sub- 


dued them by Moderate Dyet, and Temperance. 
My Table was Sparing to my Self, my Cloaths 
Plain, my Retinne, and Attendance, but 
1 chafed away my Luſts, with the i 
of the Preſence of GOD, the End of CHRIS T's 
Suffer ings, the Certainty, yet Uncertainty of Death, 
the State aſter Death; and mingled all my Enjoy- 
ments, and Deſires, with theſe ſerious and clean- 
fing Conſiderations; and I Peremptorily refuſed 
to gratify the cravings of an Inordinate, Senſual 
Appetite ; and did reſolutely let them know, they 
ſhould not, might; not expect any better dealing 
from me; and my Practice was accordingly. 


Concerning my Wealth. 


The more [ had, the more was my Care, and the 
greater the Charge that | had under my Hands, and 
the more was my Solicitude to be a Faithful Ste- 
ard of it, to the Honour and Uſe of my MASTER; 
but my part was the leaſt that was in it: Indeed I re- 
joyced in this, that my MASTER eſteemed” me 
Faithful, committing the Diſpenſation thereof 
to my Truſt; but I thought it no more mine, than 
the Lords Baily, or the Merchants Caſh-keeper, 
thinks his Maſters Rents or Mony his. | 
And therefore thought it would be a breach of 
my Truſt to Conſume or Embezil that Wealth in 
2 Superfluities gal Meat, Drink or 
or in advancing my or my Poſterity, to 2 
mally or huge Acqueſt, * 
Toachim 


Touching my Repat ation. 

Tho” I have loved my Reputation, and have been 
vigilant not to loſe or impair it by my own Default, 
or Neglect, yet, I have looked upon it as a brittle 
thing, a thing that the Devil aims to hit in a ſpe- 
cial manner, a thing that is much in the Power of 
Falſe Report, a Miſtake, a Miſ-apprehenſion, to 
burt; Notwithſtanding all my Care, I 
the Mercy of Others, withour GOD's won- 
over-ruling Providence, And as my Re- 
putation is the eſteem that Others have of me, ſo 
that Eſteem may be Blemiſhed without my De- 
fault. I have therefore always taken this care, 
not to ſet my Heart upon my Reputation. I will 
uſe all Fidelity and Honeſty, and take care it ſhall 
not be loſt by any Default of mine; and if not- 
withſtanding all this, my Reputation be ſoiled by 
Evil or Envious Men or Angels, I will patiently 
bear it, and content my Self with the Serenity of 
my own Conſcience : Hic mus abenius eſto. 


_—_—. 
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The aforefaid Author in His Book, Of the 
Nature of True Religion, Cc. p. 17. Cc. 


Tee Religion Teaches and Tutors the Soul 
to 4 high Reverence and Veneration of Al- 
mighty GOD, a Sincere and Upright Walking, a 
in the Preſence of the Inviſtble, All- Seeing GOD; 

It makes a Man truly to Love, to Honour, to 

HIM, and therefore careful to know what 
Wilt is; It renders the Heart highly Thankfol 
to HI, both as his Creator, Redeemer, _—_— 
netactor: 


— — — 1 


Of Trae Religion. 2 
neſactor: It makes a Man intirely to depend 

on HIM, to Lek to HIM for Gu nd Di- 
rection, and Protection; to Submit to HIS Will 
with ell Patience, and Re6gnation of Soul: It gives 
—— — — dut 
to his very Thoughts and Purpoſes, that he dares 
not entertain "Thoughts — Sight 
and Preſence of that GOD, to Whom all our 
Thoughts are Legible : It reacheth and bringeth 
a Man to ſuch a deportment borh of External and 
Internal Sobriety, as may be Decent in the Pre- 
ſence of GOD and al HIS Holy Angets: it cruſh- 
eth, and caſts down all Pride and Haughtineſs, 
both in a Mans Heart and Land gives 


him an Humble Frame of Soul, and both in 
the fight of GOD and Men: It 1 — and 
Governs the Paſſions of the Mind, and brings them 


into due Moderation and Frame: It gives a Man 
2 right eſtimate of this preſent World, and ers 
the Heart, and Hopes above it, ſo that he never 
Loves it more than it deferves: It makes the 
Wealth, and the Glory of this World, high Places, 
and great Preferments, but of a low and lictle 
valve to Him; ſo that He is neither Covetous, nor 
Ambitious, nor over Solicitous concerning the 
Advantages of it : i brings a — to — Sore. 
that Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, Honeſty, and Fideli 
is, as —— — — He can jooner 
Dye, than Commit, or Purpoſe that which is Un- 
juſt, Diſhoneſt, or Unworthy a Good Man. Ir 
makes Him value the Love of GOD, and Peace of 
Confcience, above all the Wealth, and Honour in 
the World, and to be very vigilant 69 Jeep i. 
violably: 


12 Touching the Conſcience. 

violably : He performs' all his Duties to GOD: 
in Stucerity and Integrity; and whilſt he Lives 
on Earth, yet his Converſation, his Hopes, his 
Treaſure, is in Heaven; and be intirely endea- 
yours to Walk furably to ſuch a Hope: This 
Man hath the Life of Religion in him, and that 
Life Acts in him, and will conform his Soul to the 
Image of his SAVIOUR, and to Walk along with 
HIM ro all Eternity. 


— 


OD hath given to the Sons of Men, in Knowledge 
Ger pect of Senſnal Things, Objects, not of 0D, p. 
only for Neceſſity, but Delight; But here 286, 287, 
is their Miſer y, as well as theit din, That they reſt 
not in what GOD Lawfully allows. And hence it 
1s, that the GOD of Mercy Curſes, and that moſk 

uitly, HIS own Bleſſings, unto that Man that thus 

erverts the Uſe of them, Wine Rejoyceth the 
Heart of Man, as it was given for that end, but 
when a Man in the Uſe of it looks no higher, but 
to Satiate himſelf, there is a Sting put into it, and 
t proves a Serpent. Fro. 23. 32. 


Pen COT 


Touching the Conſcience, 


(© Onſcience is GOD's Vicegerent in * Knowledge 
* Man, and when Her LORD is © 0D- 
Angry, the Conſcience will Chide: it P. 
is a Glal wherein a Man may, by Reflection, ſee 
the Face of Heaven, and of his own Soul. 

If thy Conſcience blame thee, tho* never ſo 


2 ———— —— 


— — — ———_—_————_— 
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Touching the Conſcience. 13 
it is a Meſſage from Heaven, that Summons 

to thy Duty. p. 372. | | 

Certainly the ſenſe of the Love of .GOD, is ei- 
ther Not at all, or not Awake, when any Man,Con- 
fideratly, commits the leaſt Sin againſt his Con- 
ſcience. p. 297. 

The Direction of Conſcience, when It is well 
us d, is ſeldom without the Immediat Direction of 
the very Spirit of GOD, but if the Guidance of 
that Spirit be Neglected, it will not Return to 
thy Aſiſtance when thou Pleaſeſt. p. 369. 

: * is nothing in the World condu- Contemp. 
ceth more to the Compoſure and Tran- 5377 
quillity of the Mind, than the Serenity and Clear- 
neſs of the Conſcience; keep but That Safe and 
Untainted, the Mind will enjoy a Calm and Tran- 
quillity in the midſt of all the Storms of the World. 
And although the Waves beat, and the Sea works, 


and the Winds blow; the Mind that hath a Quiet ' 


and Clear Conſcience within, will be as Stable 
and as Safe from Perturbation as a Rock in the 
midſt of a Tempeſtnous Sea, and will be a Goſhen 
to, and within, it ſelf, when the reſt of the World 
— 2 is like an egypt for Plagues and Dark- 
neſs, | 
Whatever thou doſt Hazard, br Loſe, keep the 
Integrity of thy Conſcience, both before Troubles 
come, and under them; it is a Jewel will make 
thee Rich in the midſt of Poverty, a Sun that 
will give thee Ligbt in the midſt of Darkneſs, a 
Fortreſs that will keep thee Safe in the greateſt 
Danger, and that is never to be taken from thee, 
| thou thy ſelf Betray it, and Deliver - 5 
h 0 


14 4 2 
Yale Hale Experience of the Ind and 
Inviſible Guidance of the Spirit of GOD. . 


— tear GOD, have a Secret Guid- 
higher Wiſdom than what is barely 


— 2 of Truth and Wiſe 
— Fraly ont ij es 
Taue Any TT: ſand Trey Fear 


2 dee Feen 


— —— Decken at 
— 


nor the DiteRi- 

to Senſe, 
7882 n Voice 

's 65 tbe 


— 

py peed: _— 
un mea ternary 4 þ of 
rr 
this Life, which a good Man, that fears GOD, and 
hegs HIS DireQion ſhall very often, if not at all times 
kind. Contemp. p. 44- 

I can call my own Experience to wi That even 
in the External Actions of my whole Life, 1 Was ne- 
ver diſappointed of the beſt Guidance and Directi- 


on, when I haye, in Humility and Si implo- 
the Secret — the Di- 
vine Wiſdam. p. 3 


The Odſervation of the Secret Ad- 9888 
munition of the Spirit of GOD in the © p. E.. 
l as It is an Means, fo It 3g .* * 

a and Comfortable Means 


to Cloſe 82d SaRity thy Heart; and the 
more 


The Inward Guidance of the Spirit. 16 
more It is attended vnto, the more It will be 
Converſant with thy for thy Inſtruction.— 


1. Strengrhz ad 
a Tre Rent 
rye Comforter: Only beware thou 
— Voice of T his Spirit, it ma 
Neglect may Quench It, and thou 
hear that Voice mare. 
a wake he Happy, ill hw That which 


Ir garen 


Obſerve This Voice. This Wind that blows 
where It liſts, if Shut out, Reſiſted, or 

may haply never Breath upon thee 

thee to be Hardned in thy Sins: if 
and Obeyed, thou ſhalt be ſure to have It thy Mo- 
nitor, and Director upon all Occaſions. When 
thou Goeſt, It will Lead thee, when thou Sheepeſt 


Jt will Keep thee, and when thou Awakeſt, Ir will Tait 
with thee. : 


leave 


[Theſe are Faithful, Weighty, and True 
Happy are thoſe that Witneſs them ſo ts be. J 


| 155 —— 2 | 
isa Treaſure worth keeping, 
and to be often Perusd 
by People of all Perſwaſions: 
. BE... i 
We muſt all come to 


Judgment, 
To give an Account of our 
Talents and — 


| Bleſied, and Happy, yea, for ever 
Happy will that Ferſon be, unto 
whom it {hall be ſaid; Gn. 

Vell dune, Good and Faitbful Serum, 
enter Thou into the Toy of thy LORD. 
Mat. 2 23. | 


